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HOMILY XVII (A).

AN EXxPoSITION OF THE MYSTERIES.

vol. i

On the Mysteries of the Church my thoughts mystically p. 270

pondered ; and I desired to reveal the thought of the he:u't. by
the speech of the mouth. By the speech of the lpoubh I desired
to tell of their greatness, and with words to depict an image of
their glory, Upon their glory my mind gaze.d narrowly ; but
dread seized upon me and caused me to desist {(and) 'lel't me
without performance. Without performance I stood Sil!l, for 1
was disturbed; and I began to cry out passionately with the
son of Amos. With the son of Amos I gave woe to myself, as
one defiled who in his defilement had fixed the gaze of his
mind on the Mysteries of his Lord. On these thl.ngs I pon-
dered, and with fear I turned back; and the Spmt. by Its
beckoning encouraged me to enter the %mly of hohe.& Into the
holy of holies of the glorious Mysteries It ;l)e.rmitted me }t;o
enter, that I might reveal the beauty of the:rl glory to t f:
sons of the Mystery. Come, then, O son of the divine Mystery,

hear the record—marvellous to tell—of the Mysteries of the p. 211

Church. ‘I have a mystery (or secret), I have a mystery, 1
bave a mystery!’—(I) and mine, the propbeb cries: with
understanding, then, hear the mystery that is expounded to
thee. . '

Lofty, in truth, and exalted is this mystery that the Pnest
performs in the midst of the sanctuary mystically. Myst:mally
the Church depicts the glorious Mysteries ; and as by an image
she shews to all men those things that have come to pass.

! Taniah xxiv 16 (Pesh.),
Peshitta has ‘Woe unio me.’ ,
o,

Iostead of the iast ocourrence of the phrase the
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Those things which came to pass in the death of the Son she
commemorates by the Mysteries; His resurrection also from the:
dead she reveals before all. A mystery mystically shews that
_which has come to pass and that which is to come about: but
the Church shews mystically in her Mysteries only that which
has come to pass.

The Church performs her Mysteries in secret away from
those that are without; and the priest celebrates privately
within the sanctuary. Only her children and her sons, the
baptized and the signed, does she allow to enjoy communion
in these adorable Mysteries which she performs.

Wherefore sho cries out before the hearers through the
deacons to bow the head and receive the blessing from the
pnesthood : “Bow your heads, O ye hearers, believers, baptized,
and receive the blessing from the laying on of the hands of the
bnght.(-robed) priest.’

And when they have been blessed, another proclamation is
made to them : ‘Let every one that has not received baptism
depart hence’; go forth, ye unbaptized, ye shall not partake of?
the Mysteries of the Church; for only to them of the house-
hold is it permitted to partake?,

Again in a different manner another proclamation is made :
‘ Let every one that has not received the sign (rushmd) of life
depart from honce’; and every one that has repented and
returned from unorthodox heresy, until he is signed he shall
not partake of* the Mysteries of the Church® Every one,
again, that has denied his faith and has returned to his (former)
condition, until he is absolved by the sign of the Church he
shall not partake®.

Again another proc]amatlon is made in a different order:
‘Let every one that receives not the Body and the Blood
depart from hence’: every one that has been proscribed by the
priesthood and forbidden to receive; and at the season when
they (the Mysteries) are offered he may not remain. Whoso

! Or, ‘take part in.’ % Or, ‘iake part,
¥ Or, *tako parl in,’

4 QL. the seventh canon of the Bynod of Laodioea.

¥ Or,* take part.’
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has been forbidden by the canon (xaver) to reccive the Sacra-
ment, it is not even permitted to him to stand in the place

where they (the Mysteries) are being offered. He that is sick p. 272

(and) ailing, and perforce is unable to receive, he may not even
gtand in the nave (haskld) where they (the Mysteries) arc beiug
consecrated. '

Sadly they all go forth from the midst of the nave, and
lament and stand with great mourning in the (outer) court
(ddréthd) of the Church, congratulating those who remaia in
that enjoyment, and giving woe to themselves for their ex-
clusion. By her expulsion (of these) Holy Churci{ de.plc‘t,a
typically those that go forth into that darkness which 18 in
Gehenna. The king saw a man not clad in the garments.of
glory, and he commanded and they bound him and cast him
forth into that outer darkness. So the Church scans her con-
gregations at the time of the Mysteries, and overy one that is
not adorned: with clean garments she casts forth without. _

After these the proclamation concerning the hearers 1s
made, that they should go and see to the doors of .t,}'xe Church
and keep watch by them: ‘Go, ye hearers, see diligently to
the outer doors, that no ono of (those belonging to) strange
religions may enter” Beside the doors these stand.u.s hire-
lings, not partaking of the Mysteries of the Church like those
of the houschold. Of these did the prodigal son, who squan-
dered his substance, make mention, and meekly he asked to be
made as one of the hired servants.

In that hour let us put away from us anger and hatred,
and let us sece Jesus who is being led to death on our
account. On the paten (wivaf) and in the cup He goes forth
with the deacon! to suffer. The bread on the paten and th‘e :
wine in the cup are & symbol of His death, A symbol of His
death these (the deacons) bear upon their hands; am? whc-n
they have set it on the altar and covered it t.h:,?y typify His
burial: not that these (the deacons) bear the image of tho
Jews, but (rather) of the watchers (ie. angels)? who were

1 The context would seem to require ¢ deasons. ) o
% And so elsowhore. *Walcher’ is a very common Byrinc eynonym lor
‘angel,’ especially in verse composilions,
1—2
4




HOMILY XVII {A)

"ininietering to the passion of the Son. He was ministered to
'by angels at the time of His Passion, and the deacons attend and ii
His body which is suffering mystically, adoral

The priests now come in Procession into the midst of the and G

p. 278 sanctuary and stand there in great splendour and in beauteous in the
adornment. The priest who is selected to be celebrating this - below.
sacrifice, bears in himself the image of our Lord in that hour, and tl
Our Lord performed a mediation between us aud His Father; : As
~and in like fashion the priest performs a mediation, Hear, O taken:
priest, whither thou hast been advanced by reason of thine _ N:
order. Stand in awe of thy Lord, and honour thine order as it - who I
is fitting. See, thou hast been exalted above cherubim, above and fa
seraphim ; be above nature jn thy manners, as it bescema thee, the cr
See, thou hast been trusted to administer the treasures of one L
thy Lord; be without blemish and without blame as it is doubl
commanded thee. In this fashion the priest stands in that Only-
hour, nor can aught compare with the greatness to which he becan
is advanced, All the priests who are in the sanctuary bear _ His ¥
the image of those apostles who met together at the sepulchre, : _ wise |

The altar is a symbol of our Lord's tomb, without doubt ; and i froi
the bread and wine are the body of our Lord which was em. His F
balmed and buried. The veil also which 13 over them presents by Hi

a type of the stone sealed with the riog of the priesta and that v
the executioners (questionarit). And the deacons standing on equal

thie side and on that and brandishing (fans)! are g symbol : heave

of the angels at the head and at the feet thereof (sc, of the : race f

tomb). Aud all the deacons who stand ministering before the (as &

altar depict a likeness of the angels that surrounded the tomb ' daugt
of our Lord. The sanctuary also forms a symbol of the Garden tempi‘
of Joseph?, whence flowed lifo for men and angels, In another templ;
mana
receiv

order!

! The verb kask signifies in the aphel conjugation 'to soare away,' ‘drive off.?
a from the sacrifive, Here

It is used in Gen. xv 11 of Abraham driving away bird gover
snd below {p. 12} it is employed absolutely to desoribe the action of the
deacons in’ guarding the sscrsd oloments, Bince thera is & noun makkerhis
(formed from the aphel conjugation of the same verb) which meg
may conclude (eomparing Const, 4p. viil 12) that Narsai uses ¢h A
vorb in Lhe sense of “ fanning,’ i.e. for the purpose of keoping off inseots, ' Tatian

ne ‘a fan,' we Th;osm
0 oorresponding p. 609)

Y In the 2nd century Gospel of Peter (. 6) it in said that our Lord was : ‘T
buried in a ‘iomb {(the place of ?) which was called The Garden of Joseph,’ ' the Fre
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order it is a tjrpe of that Kingdom whicllxl g.r E:Iildznte;:i;
i i e will bri ith Him all His 5
and into which He will bring wi o e
i 1 of that throne of the
adorable altar thereof is a symbo i
1 i ill be seen of watchers and me
d Glorious, upon which He will : - :
?: the day of His revelation. The apse (.vc'orqu) typ;fies tl;:x;is
below and above: it calls to mind tlte. bhlﬁgs that have )
that are to be it typifies spiritually.
andAtE;s:s a:on as the priests and the deacons ;og;tk;ir have .
i i i Faith of the Fathers :— p.
their stand they begin to recite the Fehe .
tMJ{WI*THowewe believe in one God the Father who is from ;termtgg
i f His Divinity; who ma
ho holds all by the hidden ned of His Ly
::nd fashioned all things visible and invisible ; anl(i He b;l\:ig?ﬁ
the creation of the height and depth out of not mg(. o)
one Lord Jesus Christ the Son of God—+one p‘ers‘on Ij;e is ‘t,hé
double in natures and their hypostases (qE-ndmfa)'fii.. Do is tie
Only-begotten in His Godhead, and first-born mad a‘a b ::,ho ¥
became first-born unto all creatures from t_he ’de : Fae e
His Father is begotten and is without begmi:uni,I an oo n e
wise became nor was made with cret;lturea ; é‘orf tt;elanature "
i o
is from (lod, Son who is of the ?E‘at er, an pabure o
lIsiisrli‘!::bher, and equal with Him in all His proper things ; aa:;d
by Him the worlds were shewn forth and ever:ybhmg wlas crHe <
that was (made); and in authority and worship and iory o
equal with His Father; who.for our sake came c:]wnm om
heaven without change (of pla_ce), that He rf"ﬁht’ :lef::hioned
race from the slavery of the Evil Ove and Death, %n | fashioned
(88 & body) a temple by the power of the Hgl);{ p:lni o
e de
hter of David; and He became man, an . _
(::t:llile by the union. And His body was cnncewec%o 0::; :ll;:
temple of Mary without wedlock, and He was born :iﬁed the
manuner of men. And He suﬁere(_i and was ;:r: e e
received death through His humanity, while P:da es e ny
governorship. And He was in the grave three day.

ili , Bedjan, vol. ii
The name is also employed by Jacob of .Berﬁgh (Homtlm& e:e dmvln'ng spon
p. 609} in an acconnt of the pansion in which he :};gem;!m e 0)
Tatian's Diatessaron (see Journal of Thcologfct.ll Studies o ot bt e givem n
1 The verse within t+ is omitted by the editor from »

the Preface p. 10, note 2.
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dead (man); and He rose and was resuscitated according as it

the heaven of heavens, that He might accomplish cverything;
and He saf in glory at the right hand of the Father that sent
Him. And He is ready to come at the end of the times for the
renewal of all things, and to judge the living, and the dead also
who have died in sin. And we confess also the Holy Spirit, an
cternal Being, equal in ousta and in Godhead to the Father
and the Son, who proceedeth from .the Father in a manner
unsearchable, and giveth life to all reasonable beings that by
Him were created. And we confess again one Church, catholic,
patristic, and apostolic, sanctified by the Spirit.  And again,

p- 275 we confess one bath and baptism, whercin we are baptized
unto pardon of debts and the adoption of sons. And we confess
again the resurrection which is from the dead; and that we
shall be in new life for ever and ever.

This did the 318 priests seal; and they proseribed and
anathematized every one that confesses not according to their
confession. The Church confesses according to the confession
of the Fathers, and she employs their confession also at the
time of the Mysteries, At the time of the Mysteries her
children thunder forth with their Faith, reciting it with mouth
and heart, without doubting.

And when the Faith has been recited in due order, at once
the herald of the Church gives the command to pray: ‘ Pray,’ Le
says, ‘over the commemoration of the Fathers, the Catholici
and Bishops with the Doctors, and with them the Priests, the
Dencons also and all orders, and every one theb has departed

“oonno thig world in faith, that they may be crowned in the day when
.. ihey rise from the dead: and we with them, may we inherit
" life in that Kingdom. Pray, brethren, over the oblation which
*“we offer, that it may be acceptable before God to whom it is
. offered; and that by the brooding of the Holy Spirit it may be
- consecrated, thab it may become unto us a cause of life in the
. Kingdom on high.’
_\Vith_ these (words) the herald of the Church urges the
ople; and he tells (them) to pray before God with g pure
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The priest now offers the mystery of the redemption of our
life, full of awe and covered with fear and great dread. The
“priest is in awe and great fear and much trombling for his own
debts and the debts of all the children of the Church., He
is the cye of the whole ecclosiastical body; and he makes
remembrance in his mind of the doings of all liis fellow-servants.
He is also the tongue of the whole body of Jesus: he is an
attorney (émirporros), and fulfils an advoecacy (avrnyopla) on its
behalf. Trembling and fear, for himself and for his people, lic p. 276
upon the priest in that dread hour. In (his) awful character
and office, an object of awe even to the seraphim, the son of
dust stands in great fear as mediator. The awful King,
mystically slain and buried, and the awful walchers, standing
in fear in honour of their Lord! The ranks of watchers sur-
round the altar in that hour, as Chrysostom has borne witness
who saw them?,

In this framoe of mind stands the priest to officiate, reverent,
with great fear and trembling. Like Jacob he worships threo
times and three; and then he draws near to kiss the tomb of
our Lord (ie. the altar). Jacob honoured his brother Esau
with obeisances, and the priest honours with obeisances Jacob's
Lord. He kisses with love and affection the holy altar, and
trusts to receive sanctification through his lips, He asks
prayer of the deacons that are round about him, that by his
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! T have not been able to discover any authority for this statement in the
writinga of 8t Chrysoatom. Bub in one of the letters attributed to St Nilua, a
disciple of the famous doglor, the fotlowing is given as Chrysostom’s own account
of what he himseif had often seen: *Apyouévor yip, ¢nel, rob lepdws riw dvylar
woeiafac wpooxopdiy, aheioras dbalpens riv paxapluy Svwduswr éf olparal xareh-
oigas, Uxephdurpovs Tovds grohds wepfefhgpdva, yupre T Todl, ourrbvg T
BAéppart, kdrw 8¢ vedori 7§ wposumy wepoTaryirugar 1 funaeThnor per' edha-
Belas xal xohhiis jouxiar kal ouwrds waplorarrar péxp THs rehedaews Tod ¢pixrol
pvaryplov” elra Sindeflires xad’ Ghov rdv oefdopior olxov Tidc xdxeive ¥raoros
avrdy rois waparuxelow émoxbros xal wpegBurépois xal mdoy Tois Suanbros Ty
xoprylav worovudvois Tol eduares xal 106 ryslov afuares euvepyobeas cupwpdrrovet
xal swremigyxdovrw (Patr, Gr. Ixxix cols, 345—8). This, however, appears to be
based on Ohrysostom’s De Sacerdotio vi 4 (Patr. Gr. xlviii 682), whero he
desoribes a similar vision reported to him ns having heen scen by a certain
worthy old man. It may be that in the 5th century the view was current that
Chrysostom was here modestly veiling his own identity. The prescace of angels
at the celebration of the Mysteries is alluded to also in C {infra, p. 48).

Lox

the Church urges the
fore God with pure




8 HOMILY XVII (A)

humility he may receive mercy from the Meraiful. He now
prays with a contrite heart before God, and confesses his debts
and the debts of the ecclesiastical body. The priest asks for
hidden power together with (divine) help, that he may be
performing his gift according to his desire; and in all that the
priest says before God the people concur, and they seal his
ministry with Amen. With Amen the people subscribe with
the priest, and take part with him by their prayers and by
their word (z.e. Amen),

Then the priest blesses the people in that hour with that
saying which the lifegiving mouth prescribed ; * Peace be with
you,' says the priest to the children of the Church, for peace is
multiplied in Jesus our Lord who is our peace. ‘Peace be
with you,’ for death is come to naught, and corruption is
destroyed through a Son of our race who suffered for our sake
and quickened us all. ‘Peace be with you,” for sin is removed

p- 277 and Satan 1s condemned by a Son of Adam who has conquered
-and given victory to (or justified) the children of Adam. *Peace
be with you,’ for the Good Lord has been reconciled to you by
the death of His Son who suffered on the cross for our sake,
‘ Peace be with you,' for you have been made at peace with the
angels by Him who has authority over the angels and reigns
over all. ‘Peace be with you,’ because you have been united—
the People and the Peoples—and the barrier has been broken
down by Jesus who destroyed all enmity. Peace be with you,
for new life is reserved for you by Him who became a first-born
unto all creatures in life incorruptible. ‘Peace be with you,’
because you have been summoned to the Kingdom aloft by
Him who entered first to prepare a-place for us all.

The people answer the priest lovingly and say: ¢ With
thee, O priest, and with that priestly spirit of thine! They
call “spirit,’ not that soul which is in the priest, but the Spirit
which the priest has received by the laying on of hands. By

- the laying on of hands.the priest receives the power of the
- Spirit, that thereby he may be able to perform the divine
-~ Mysteries. That grace the people call the ‘Spirit’ of the
“priest, and they pray that he roay attain peace with it, and it
with him. This makes known that even the priest stands in

the pes
yirtue
depravi
with th
thou b
be witl
Churcki
‘ Peace
May
things
Th
give tl
Lord.
Banctuf
same
brathe
and ai
men §
Bride,
there,
and p
to his
midst
to be
earth
pesac
hatel
mind
us at
keep
him,
Lord

.

Howmi
the fi




()

m the Meraiful, He now
od, and confesses his debts
body.  The priest asks for
) help, that he may be
lesire ; and in al] that the
-oncur, and they seal his
the people subscribe wigh
by their prayers and by

AN EXPOSITION OF THIE MYSTERIES

need of prayer, and it is necessary tha! the wh{})lle (‘Jhsuz::]l:
hould intercede for him. Thereforf,- f;he (the Ohurch ) ]::.ne ot
hat he may gain peace with his Spirit, t?mt throu-g y labp e
_the peace of all her children may be increased; :;r ! y s
virtue he greatly benefits the whole Churc.h, an'P a_ze e
ﬁdepravif.y he greatly harms the wholle commumty.. h elml o
“with thee,’ say the people to the bnght(.-robed) pr.le_st, 'Pgace
thou by thy conversation obtain peace with thy Sparn_ . Denee
be with thee,” by whom are celel.)rated the Myste;ms i
Church : * Peace be to thy Spirit’ with thee {;hrough t )(; c:’)nthee.
‘ Peace be with thee,’ for great is the deposit entrus;ib_t; oce in.
May the peace of thy Spirit grow through thy diligen
i iritual,

thl"rIB":eiP::; }?erald of the Church comm.a.nds. all the peog}le to
give the Peace, each one to his companion, in the }ove of :}l:l‘
Lord. First the priests give the Peaf:e in the midst o th:
sanctuary; and the people also give (it) in the nave in

e in that hour with that
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brother in the Church to wash his heart‘ from a.l]:ll hat:s;l
and anger and lust, This is the peace by which wa;c c&;‘ﬂriomi
men shall be brought into concord in f.he. day when t eg :)v e
Bridegroom comes to judge all. This is t..he pe?cstl-n ht
there is no treachery and no hatred; baft it is all lig "‘lthciove'
and perfect love. Blessed is he that gives the Peace wi b love
to his brother, for it is he that shall receive plef-fect }llneacekes he
midst of his mind. Peace is the nam;]e of Ciglst;:acz ml?e coa ol
b peace, for it is He that has made :
Zc;r:)lflyaan?i heavenly beings, Blessed 1s hefthat] lm}s;l;ez 2:;:?;5
eful at the hour of the Mysteries, for a

E::iful deeds shall be forgiven him.. Here we 3h01:ild c;ilI]I;:
mind the saying of our Lord in which He stx'llctly ahmlc: ishes
us about hatred : ‘If thou remember,’ He says, 'that (11; y br. he
keepeth hatred in his heart, leave thine offering an tgo, '}:;loui
him, and then offer” ‘Go and pacify ?hy brother first, said
Lord, ‘and then offer that sacrifice which thou art offering.

! This unusual form of expression can be parallaled fr:)m nn?th:: ::ltb l:l;t;;; ;
Homilies in whioh he thrics speaks of Jonah as confined *tomb in
the fish {vol. i pp. 140, 141, 143).

i ig p. 278
samme manner, I behoves himn that gives the Peace to his p. 27
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Even though the priest has been made a mediator to offer
yet let him be offering with the concurrence of the whole,
people. It bcehoves him, then, that offers this oblation to
forgive the debts of his fellow-servants, and then to offer. But
if he that keeps hatred in his heart against him be absent, let
him forgive his debts before God with his mind. If a priest
trample upon this commandment of the Lord of the worlds,
let such an one know that there is no prayer nor oblation for
him.

While the Peace is being given in the Church from one to
another, the Book of the two (sets of) names?, of the living and
the dead, is read. The dead and the living the Church com-
memorates in that hour, that she may declare that the living
and the dead are profited by the oblation. And the people
add: ‘On behalf of all the Catholici’—a prayer which follows
upon that which has been recited in the reading of the book?
—*On behalf of all orders deceased from Holy Church, and for
those who are deemed worthy of the reception of this oblation :
on behalf of these and Thy servants in every place, receive,
Lord, this oblation which Thy servant has offered.’

The herald of the Church now cries and admonishes every
one to confess to the Lord, and entreat of Him with purity of
heart. ‘Stand well, he says, ‘look* with your minds on what
is being done. Great is the Mystery in which ye are minister-
ing, O ye mortals; the dread Mysteries, lo, are being conse-
crated by the hands of the priest: let every one be in fear and
dread while they are being performed. The priest has already
advanced alone to pray: pray ye with him, that your peace

1 L e. the Diptychs,

® Lit., * what the book has proclaimad which has been read.'

1 Lit., ‘sl._and,' he says, ‘ well, look.! The adverb goes more naturally with
' ptand,’ but it possibly admits of being taken with ‘look.’ In other Homiliaga
Narsni frequently uses the pbrase ‘look well’ (Jaaae 4ow): once, slmoat
certainly, and probably always, the words come as a reminiscence of the

Liturgy. In vol.ii p. 66 Narsai says that his mind admonished itself to *look
wail * upon the beauty of God; he goes on : *** Look well,” said my mind, giving

.counsel to itgelll! On p. 67 he goes on playing on the two words, together and

reparately, in a way that points Lo their being a quotation, He uses the phrase
also i 12, il 93, 137, 143, 215, 228 (bis), 235, 352. The present rite has:
¢ Stand well, and look.’ )
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made a mediator to offer,
concurrence of the whole
b offers this oblation to
8, and then to offer, Buyg
against him be abseat, let,
ith his mind, If 4 priest
the Lord of the worlds,
0 prayer nor oblation for

may be increased through his mediation, Bend to the ground
the glance of the eyes of your hearts, and stretch to the heighst
the secret glance of your miunds, and entreat earnestly and
make supplication to the God of a]l jn this hour which is full of
trembling and great fear. Let no man dare to speak a word
with his mouth ; for he that speaks oversteps, transgresses, the
commandment. And he that prays, with the heart let him
pray, and not with the lips, and with the mind let him beg for
mercy, and not with the tongue. And be ye standing in still-
ness and fear, for lo, with us is that Peace which is greater
than all knowledge.’

At this point the priest uncovers the adorable mysteries,
aod casts on one side the veil that js over them. This (the
veil) being removed does not symbolize the resurrection, for
neither was the stone rolled away at the moment of the resur-

rection : after the resurrection a watcher removed, rolled away
the stone; but the priests remove the veil before the symbol
(lit. “mystery’) thereof,

The priest first of all blesses the people with that Canon in
which he makes his voice audible to the faithful: ‘ The grace,’
he says, ‘ of Jesus our Lord and the love of the Father aud the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with us': that grace which p. 280
our Lord has given us by His coming, may it give us confidence
before His Majesty: ‘the love of the Father, who sent us the
Son, who is from Him, may it open to us the door of mercy in
the day of His coming: *the communion of the Holy Spirit,’ of
which we have been made worthy, may it sanctify us and purge
from us the filth of our offences.

Then he prepares the people with an exhortation, and says:
*Let your minds be aloft? in this hour where King Messiah is
sitting on the right hand. Be not taken up with vain thoughts
of earthly things : look upon Him that is now mystically slain

! ol P o, The saffix here, being pointed s mase., cannot
Tefer Lo either *resarrection’ or ‘stone.’ As the text atands it muat refer to
Christ, Bat the senss is not good. If we make a minute alteration in ihe
printed text (reading the few. instead of the mase. sufliz) we can transiate
‘remove the veil before the myatery thereof,* i.e. before the resurrection is

symbolized by the consecration of the elements,
2 CI. C p. 56.
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12 HOMILY XVII (A)

upon the altar, who sits in the height and asks mercy for
sinners.’

The people answer: ‘Unto Thee, Lord, are our minds
uplifted, the God of Abram and Isaac and Jacob, the glorious
King: the glorious King whom the just and the Fathers
have glorified, and in whom they have been glorified, and in
whom they give glory without end.’

The priest adds: * This acceptable and pure oblation, lo, is
offered to the Lord—the Lord of the height and the depth :
He is the Lord that hath taken away and taketh away the sin
of the world. It is sacrificed now that it may blot out and
forgive your sins. Lo, it is offered on behalf of angels and
men, that all together may delight therein in body and soul.
Lo, it is offered for sinners and for the just, that they may be
cleansed by it from the stains of their sins. Lo, it is offered
for the defunct and for the living, that all peoples may find
merey in the sacrifice thereof. Lo, it is offered to the God
of all as a pledge that He will save us from the torment of
Gehenna.

The people answer: ‘It is meet and right and worthy and
becoming to offer this oblation for all creatures.’

All the ecclesiastical body now observes silence, and all set
themselves to pray earnestly in their hearts. The priests are
still and the deacons stand in silence, the whole people is quiet

P 281 and still, subdued and calm. The altar stands crowned with

beauty and splendour, and upon it is the Gospel of life and the
adorable wood (sc. the cross). The mysteries are set in order,
the censers are smoking, the lamps are shining, and the deacons
are hovering and brandishing (fans) in likeness of watchers,
Deep silence and peaceful calm settles on that place: it is
- filled and overflows with brightness and splendour, beauty and
. power.

-~ The bright(-robed) priest, the tongue of the Chureh, opens
‘his mouth and speaks in secret’ with God as a familiar, He
tecounts the glory of that incomprehensible Divinity, which is
the cause of intelligible and sensible beings, which cannot be
~comprehended or searched out or scrutinized, which caunot be

1 "i‘_he Byriac expression bérdsd may only mean ¢ privately,

' ¢ familiarly,"
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AN EXPOSITION OF THE MYSTERIES 13

known by corporeal beings nor yet by the watchers—one ousia,
one lordship, one authority, one will unchangeable from what
it is, the one Creator who established by His nod the height
and the depth, whose Name the watchers praise in the height
and men in the depth; the one-God who by the hand of Moses
made known that He is, and by Jesus our Lord revealed and
shewed to us His Trinity, Three hypostases the Church learned
from our Savicur—Father and Son and Holy Spirit—one
Divinity: three hypostases, of which none is prior to or later
than another, and there is no distinction, save only as to the
properties—fatherhood, and generation, and procession—one
will, one glory, one lordship: a mystery which is altogether
hidden and concealed and covered over away from all; and the
watchers are too feeble to examine the secret thereof.

The priest adds : * All the watchers are standing in fear to
praise the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. The
angels too offer worship to that Majesty, and the army-leaders
(of heaven) send up praise continually: the cherubim applaud,
the seraphim sanctify with their sanctifications, and the
authorities and dominations with their praises: all at once cry
and say one to another.—

And the people answer: ‘Holy Lord’ that dwelleth in
light. ‘Holy, Holy, Holy Lord®, the people answer, ‘ of whose

glories the heavens and all the earth are full. P

This is what the crying of ¢ Holy' three times means: but
that of ‘Lord’ makes known that the nature of the Deity is
one. Holy is the Father, who has the property of fatherhood,
and is the cause and the begetter, and not the begotten.
Holy is the Son, who has the property of generation, who from
the Father is begotten eternally without beginning. Holy is
the Spirit, who has the property of procession, who proceedeth
from the Father, and is beyond (all) times. With these (words)
all the Church cries out and returns to silence.

The priest begins to commune with God. He confesses
(or gives thanks for) the mercy and. the grace that have been
wrought in us by the revelation of the Word, who was revealed
in a body which is (taken) from us. The Creator, adorable iu
1 Gt 0, p. 67.

282




14 HOMILY XVII (A)

His honour, took a body which is from us, that by it He might
“renew the image of Adam which was worn out and effaced. A
reasonable temple the Holy Spirit built in the bosom of Mary,
(and) through (Its) good-pleasure the whole Trinity concurred,
1The vatures are distinct in their hypostases (g&némé), without
confusion : with one will, with one person (parsépd) of the one
sonship. He is then one in His Godhead and in His manhood ;
for the manhood and the (Godhead are one person (parsépd).
~‘Two natures, it is said, ‘and two hypostases (g&ndmé) is our
Lord in one person (parsépd) of the Godhead and the man-
hood” Thus does all the Church of the orthodox confess ;
thus also have the approved doctors of the Church taught,
Diodorus, and Theodorus, and Mar Nestorius’.} He was laid in
& manger and wrapped in swaddling-clothes, as Man; and the
watchers extolled Him with their praises, as God. He offered
sacrifices according to the Law, as Man; and He received worship
from the Persians, as God. Simeon bore Him upon his arms,
s Man; and he named Him *the Mercy*’ who sheweth mercy to
all, as God. He kept the Law completely, as Man ; and He gave
His own new Law, as God. He wag baptized in Jordan by John,
a8 Man; and the heaven was opened in honour of His baptism,
as God. He went in to the marriage-feast of the city of Cana,
a8 Man; and he changed the water that it became wine, as God.
He fasted in ‘the wilderness forty days, as Man; and watchers
descended to minister unto Him, as God. He slept in the
boat with His disciples, as Man; and He rebuked the wind
p. 288 and calmed the sea, as God. He set out and departed to a
desert place, as Man: and He multiplied the bread and satisfied
thousands, as God. He ate and drank and walked and was
weary, a3 Man; and He put devils to flight by the word of His
mouth, as God. He prayed and watched and gave thanks
and worshipped, as Man; and He forgave debis and pardoned
sins, a8 God. He asked water of the Samaritan woman, ag

1 The worda within 1...} are omitted from the text by the editor, but he refera
u8 for them to Lia Latin Preface p. 18 note 2, where the Syriac text of the
versed is given,

? Lk. ii B0, where the Poshita reads, *for lo,
maray.'
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| Man; aod He revealed and declared her secrets, ns God. He
;at. a’t meat in the Pharisee’s house, as Man; and He. f;)rg:\l\;:
the sinful woman her sins, as God. He went qu in c;aIEd
mountain of Tabor with His disciples, as Man ; and He rgv )
His glory in their sight, as God. He shed tears al} t:el}))
over Lazarus, as Man ; and He called him that helcamc:i ort 31(
is mi pov He rode upon a colt and en ere
His mighty power, as God. ! '
Jefusalfm as Man; and the boys app]aud:d tHun mdt:h:ilv:;
’ i he fig-tree an
nas, a3 God. He drew nigh to ¢ -tree
tHh::alllE[e was an hungered, as Man; and His m;]gl(lit_y;hpo;:::
i 1 He washed the
d it to wither on a sudden, as God. .
z?usiiis twelve, as Man; and He called Himself LorddaI;:
Master, as God. He ate the legal passover, as Man; a; e
exposed the treachery of Iscariot, as G;;i. Hidprﬁiesmred
i i i n; a
sweated at the time of His passion, as Man; "
and terrified them that took Him, as God. The ztt?:;la:he
seized Him and bound His hands, as Man; O;;id. Htiheeﬂ; od the
1 d. He stood in :
ear that Simon cut off as God. S P
j insult, as Man ; and He declare
Jjudgement and bor.e nsuls, Ho bore T stoss coon
i t to come in glory, as God. He
;i:b;l:loulder as Man; and He revealed and announced tl;g
destruction of Zion, as God. He was hanged upon t.het hwond
and endured the passion, as Man; and He shook' t-l:e ;e;.r ' :d "
i driven inte His s
kened the sun, as God. Nails were .
gzrmzl;- and He opened the graves and quickened bh? de:(fi. as
God., I:Ie cried out upon the cross ‘My God, My G0<.i, a.s.dg :l;;
and He promised Paradise to the thief, a:d God.b tl;lls(:; ,:ple )
i i ; His nod rent the -
rced with a spear, as Man; an_d mple
S::i}] cas God. They embalmed His body and He was !)uru.adh;n -
the ‘earth, as Man; and He raised up His temple by His mﬁanjt .
ower, as God. He remained in the torrfb thl:ee days(.}a:i He'
a!:nd the watchers glorified Him with their praises, as .mised
said that He had received all authority, as Maud; ;n'gh]i[:l g:oto sed
be with us for ever, as God. He commande
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! Cf. Bt Cyril of Jerns, Catech. iv §—11, and the passaga in St Leo's
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16 HOMILY XVII (A)

This then is the confession of the Apostles and the
Fathers, and every one that agrees not with their faith is
without hope. This is the truth which the Fathers preached
and taught; confess with them, thas ye may receive life

"immortal,

Our Lord Jesus departed from us to the place above, that
at His coming He might lift us up with Him to the Kingdom
of the height. And because He went away to & place that is far
from our ken, He was pleasod to comfort us by His Body and
His Bloed until His coming. And because it is not possible
that He should give His Body and His Blood to His Church,
He commanded us to perform this Mystery with bread and
wine, Happy is the people of the Christians! What does it
(not) possess, and what hope is there (not) in keeping for it on
high without end ?

For when the time of the passion of the Lifegiver of all was
arrived, He ate the legal passover with His disciples. He took
bread and blessed and brake and gave to His disciples, and
said, This is My Body in truth, without doubt. And He took
the cup and gave thanks and blessed and gave to His apostles,
and said, This is My true Blood which is for you. And He
commanded them to receive (and) drink of it, all of them, that
it might be making atonement for their debts for ever.

That He gave thanks and blessed is written in the Gospel
full of life: what He said the chosen apostles have not made
known to us. The great teacher and interpreter Theodorus
has handed down the tradition that our Lord spoke thus when
2. p! 285 He took the bread: ‘Of all glory and confession and praise is

the nature of Thy Godhead worthy, O Lord of all; for in all
generations Thou hast accomplished and performed Thy dispen-
sation, as though for the salvation and redemption of men. And
though they were ungrateful in their works, Thou in Thy mercy
. didst not cease from helping them. And that Thou mightest
- accomplish the redemption of all and the renewal of all, Thou

' pegmxfmg tnniivitun carnis manifestatio est humanae naturas,’ The long list
of antithetical clauses quoted by Badger {Nestorians vol. ii pp, 35—38) Irom one

of the Nestorian service books has the appearance of being only an elaboration
‘of Narsai's passage.
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didst take Me (who am) of the nature of Adam, and dlds: 3013
Me to Thee.. And in Me shall be fulﬁllec_l all the compacts a:d
all the promises; and in Me shall be realized thebmyste:;sh:ve
types (shewn) unto the just men (of old). Aand eﬁz@ i have
been without blemish, and have fully performed a y rlg o
ness, by Me Thou dost uproot all sin from human' u?l[ . o
because I die without fault and without offence, in : @ r 0
uppoint;ést a resurrection of the body for t.heg whole na ur;a . .
To this effect did the Son of the Most High make con essH‘
to His Father, and these words He sPoke when He .g;vIeh ‘:2
Body and His Blood. “This, said He, ‘is My BO(.iy, 'WI;C 1310: "
given for the debts of the world; and this, again, lsh y tet};
the which I have willed should be shed for sins. .W ﬁs? ea oth
with love of My Body and drinketh of My Blood hvef, t}r eM :
and abideth in Me, and Iin him?% Thus be ye domBgOdor 3;
memorial in the midst of your Churches; and My : ea)(; :ﬁd
My Blood be ye receiving in f:;itlI]. %e yzo (;?;:'il:hg 3;(:1 makc'
i I have taught you, and I will ac
:’hl:rz ?he Body annglood. Body and Blood do I_mak: :}}:z
bread and wine through the brooding and operation o
HOI')If‘hiflz;;ike the Lifegiver of the 'worlds to Hl; ld:;c;pl}e; ;
and the bread and wine He nam_fad‘}.hs Body and o r'ea]it
did not style them a type or a s.lmlht,u‘de, but Bedy in eal {
(lit. ‘in exactness’) and Blood in verity. .And evin ii )
their nature is immeasurably far .from Him, yet t;y (c::hem
power and by (or in) the union one is the Body. Let wa

and men confess to Thee, Lord, continually, Christ, our hope, p. 286

who didst deliver up Thyself for our sake. One in i}:o;ex; 1;13 {:3;
Body which the priests break in the Church wit theaadd A
that sits in glory at the right hand. And even é.slsl e Chrint
all is united to the First-fruity of our race (sc. ns:‘ h, hrist
is united o the bread and wine which are upo;;Od eof far
Wherefore the bread is strictly (or accurately) th? lI)\(hus o
Lord, and the wine is His Blood properly and truly. |

! The above passage may be derived from a book *On the Mysteries * which

Ebedjesu asoribes to Theodore, Cf. Intred, p. laix.
3 Joh, vi 58, 59.

C.




18 HOMILY XVII (A)

He command His familiar friends to eat His Body, and thus
did He admonish the sons of His household to drink His Blood.
Blessed is he that believes Him and assents to His word ; for if
he be dead he shall live, and if he be alive he shall not die in
his offences. Carefully did the apostles take up the command-
ment of their Lord, and with diligence did they hand it on to
those that came after them. Even until now has this (command-
ment) been observed in the Church, yea, and is observed, until
He shall cause His Mystery to cease by His shining forth and
by His manifestation.

To this effect the priest gives thanks before God, and he
raises his voice at the end of his prayer to make it audible
to the people. He makes his voice heard, and with his hand he
signs the Mysteries that are set (on the altar); and the people
with Amen concur and acquiesce in the prayer of the priest.

Then the herald of the Church commands the people and
says: ‘ With your minds be ye praying. Peace be with us’
In mind pray ye at this hour, and in thought, for lo, great
peace is being accomplished with the accomplishing of the
Mysteries.

The priest begins to make supplication earncstly before
God, that He will graciously accept in His love the living
sacrifice that is being offered to Him. He arranges the
ecclesiastical orders one after another, for whom the Church
offers the adorable Mysterics. He commemorates first the
glorious Church that is in every place; and he asks that they
(its members) may be of one mind and faith, He com-
memorates the priests and periedeutac and deacons; and he
entreats that they may be in holiness and purity. He com-
memorates the martyrs and confessors and doctors, that their
name may be remembered in the Church at the hour of tho
Mysteries. He commemorates the kings and judges who are
ir every place, that they may be judging with equity in all the
world. . He commemorates in his prayer (lit. ‘word’) all the

p. 287 mourners and ascetics’, that their prayer may daily be accept-

' The 8yriao words 'abhilé and ‘dmwdyé, literally *iLhe sorrowfu),’ or
*mourners,’ and *thd lowly ones,’ bave regularly the techuical meaning
‘religious,’ ‘ascetics.’ '
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é.ble before God. He commemorates the just and righteous who

‘are in every placc; and he asks ti‘m.t. 1‘;.hcy may lﬁmp t;}::
“covenant that they have made in (its) mt(.:grlty. 'c (:;)hc
 memorates the sons of Holy Church in all their grades; an e
- asks that they may guard their faith with watchfulness.

now commemorates also the deccased in every p}u.c;,i wh(:q;:z:
deccased and departed in faith without doubting. : ¢ r; .thiq
mention of himsclf, who has been accounted wort ?I.Obivull
mediation ; and he asks for merey upon all ercatures co .u: ' h};
He mentions thosc who pour out alms upon the poo;,‘_nna]ms
asks that they may reccive a double‘rewnrd for .t urmﬁsomt
He makes mention of the failen and of sinners and 1;1‘.\ins|gr:i . 0;'
and he asks that they may return o penance an {%r\a,.x.‘ v -
debts. He makes mention of those for whom he 180 l,ungf;.r the
sacrifices; that they way find mercy fmd fm'gwt}::tf‘,sti (:, the
debts of their offences.  He makes mention of the u;hlti t.h oy
of gainsayers' and of those in error; and he cr'ntlt;en.tch.l."mkes
may come to know the faith of Holy Qhufc .b' e
mention at onco of all the world and its uﬂtm. 1bun‘ , .k.e X
battles and wars and strifes may cease from it He n;.v.bhc
mention of the weather (lit. ‘air’), and of the crops o1 he
whole year; and he asks that the crown.of the year l:l“ J,Il.wc
prospereus and blessed. He makes mention of: huf 0\1\;‘ 1)0.%u
and of all places togother; and he ;Esks. that there IIII«I.)‘( la;clnt.iun
and quict in the midst of their hubltut.ums.. }\{U i ((i:S.‘ E.I.uuls.
of those who are sailing on the scas and (of l;hut:'c) in th(: lht: m,.;
ond he asks that they way all be .s:w.ud 11.'0111 b ¢ s t:l m
Ho makes mention of those who lic in dwt,rus:.csda.l:‘.]itc
persceubions; and he asks that there may be solace u.ln;x. Lul.it: b
to their afflictions. He makes mention of those l!; i Fod
prisons and in bonds ; and he asks that they may be ou‘sptiml "
their bonds and gricvous tonncnts, ' He'm:l.kuﬂhl‘m..nk% <
those who have been eust indo exilo afar off; n}ul c laﬁ ' Lt
they may escape from tribulations r'unl tf,-mpt,utmu.s. 1 tl:qcilgl-s;
mention of these who are vexed with sicknesses .u_ir.\(bnd. e
and he entreats that they may recover health “1 - 3; o
healing. He makes mention of those whom the

7 ! Or *apustites,” lit. * deniera.’

2.4
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demuns arc tempting; and he asks that they may find mercy
and compassion from the Lord. He makes mnention in his
prayer of the haters also of Holy Church, that thero may be

p- 288 an end put to their impicties before God. He makes mention

of the debts of the whole ceclesiastical body; and he asks that
they may be made worthy of the forgivencss of debts and
offences.

Of all these the pricst makes mention before God, imitating
Mur Nestorius' in his supplieation, To this cffect the pricst
prays before God, and he asks of Him that He will graciously
accept the sacrifice which he offers unto Him. On behalf of all
is the living sacrifice sacrificed in the midst of the Church;
and this sacrifice helps and profits all creatures, By thab sup-
plication which the priest makes on behalf of all classos all his
sins and offcnces are forgiven him.

After this the priest makes confession before God nccording
as our Lord Jesus taught His twelve: ‘Lo, we typify,’ says the
pricst, ‘and comimemorate the passion and death and the rosur-
roction also of our Lord Jesns!'  +He summons the Spirit to
coine down® and dwell in the bread and wine and make them
the Body and Blood of King Messiah. To the Spirit he calls, that
He will also light down upon the asscmbled congregation, that
by His gift? it may be worthy to receive the Body and Blood.
The Spirib descends upon the oblation without change (of place*),
and causes the power of His Godhead to dwell in the bread and
winc and completes the mystery of our Lord’s resurreetion
frum the dead’+ These things the priest says in carnest

cntreaty ; and he draws himself up and stretches out his hands
! The editor has subatituted in the text the name of Barsamys {I do not

know on what nuthority), with this note in Syrine:'***Nestoriza” was in the
codex, and we have altered it.” The only Bareamyd mentioned by Wright in hin

;i Ifistory of Syrime Literature ia the bishop said to have been martyred at Tidessa
i in the reign of Trajan. There is nothing in the Acls of his mnrtyrdo:in

" {Cureton 4. S. D, pp. 63 ) to suggest.the ascription to him of any liturgical
- formula,

w512 O ©, p. B8.

o 3 ¢Charismn’ would bs nearer to the meaning of shukkdund,

¢ Tho word skunndyd denotes local change, migration, departure,
252 The words within 1.4+ are omitted from the lext by the editor, but are
quoted ju bis Latin Preface, the Syriac being given in u uote on e 13—14,
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towards the height. Towards the height the priest gnzles
boldly; and he calls the Spint to comfa 'nnd celebrate the
Mysteries which he hag offered. The Spirit he _naks to com(tlz
and brood over the oblation and bestow upon it powerfarl:
divine operation.  The Spirit comes down at the request of the
priest, be he never so great a sinner, and celebrates the Myslr.cn;:
by the mediation of the priest whom He has conscernted, -
18 not the priest’s virtue? that ce]cbmbc's the ad?mble Mystgr:.cz.a‘:
but the Holy Spirit cclebrates by His broodx.ng. The pm‘
broods, not beeause of the worthiness of the pricst, but, becu;l}e:u
of the Mysterics which are set upon the altar, As soon as ! ri'
bread and wine arc set upon the altar they shew_fnrth a syn} 0
of the death of the Son, also of His resurrcction; where or(;
that Spirit which raised Him from the de:_ld comes down nm\rrr r;ln;
cclebrates the Mysteries of the resurrcction of His Bad.y. . u(.i
does the Holy Spirit cclebrate by the. hands of the pricst :dn:
without a.priest they (sc. the Mysterics) are not celebrate m}_-
ever and cver. The Mysterics of the Church are not Felc;;)mte(
without a priest, for the Holy Spirit has: not permitte fgr;rl:y
other) to celebrate them. The priest received the power of the

Spirit by the laying on of hands; and by him are performed p. 289

all the Mysteries that are in the Chureh. The pricst consecra:;-,:
the bosom of the waters of baptism ; anfi the Sp?l‘lh bcstow‘s. e
adoption of sons on those that are baplilzed. V'Vll;hou_t & prics ‘
woman is not betrothed to a man; and wnthou't. him their marrm{g:t
festival is not accomplished. Without n priest t}}e defunct a ;o
is not interred ; nor do they let him down into his grave w1:‘;e d
out the priest. Common (lit. ‘unclean’) water is not oonsec;a |
without the priest; and if there were no priest thfa .wholeb 0:3

would be unclean®, These things the Holy Spirit celcbrates

! Or, *who has consecrated,” but the above is perhaps more in accord with
»
the context.
* Lo. his virtuousness, moral goodness {Syr. m&\cus:.) ' ed_ et
 An interesting paasage in the Chronicle of Joshua the Stylite ( h. . bnf
Engl. transl. p. 48) may be quoted here. It refers to the delenct‘: of the (:a:ied
‘I‘el‘l;a. by the Romans aguinst the Pergian king Kawid (; 5(;;'-1) SMTE:T:, l.;:i”hop]
i i by day, and the holy Bar-ha
the city carefully by night and i o o
i ini d pray for them an .
Il vsed to go round and visit them an ther ‘
c‘-::::‘:ending their care and encournging them, and aprinkling holy waler (lit
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by the hands of the priest, even though he be altogether in sins

and offences.  And whatever (function) the priests perform they
accomplish (it), even though they be sinners. They that possess
not the order cannot celebrate, be they never so just, The
rightecous cannet by their purity bring down the Spirit; and
the sinful by their sinfulness do not hinder His descent.
Here docs the Long-suffering One bear with a sinful pricst, and
Ho cclebrates by his hands the glorious unspeakable Mysteries,
In the world to come He will judge (hin) strictly by his own
hand, and will take away from him that gift which was given to
him. And because he has not honoured the excellence of his
order as it bescemns him, he will there be despised and sct at
nanght before all ereatures.  Hear, O thou priest, that hast not
works ngreeable to thine order; stand in awe and be affrighted
at the torment of Gehenna,  More gricvous than all punish-
ments will be thy punishment, O wicked pricst, because thou
hast not fittingly .administcred the ovder allotted to thee. In
the world to come there are no orders nor classes; but Christ
alone will be all in all.

Tho Pricst summons the Spirit, and He comes down upon
the oblation; and he worships with quaking and with fear and
harrowing dread.

Then the herald of the Church cries in that hour: “In
silence and fear be ye standing: peace be with us.  Let all

p. 200 the people be in fear at this moment in which the adorable
Mysterics arc being accomplished by the descent of the Spirit.’
Then the Priest makes his voice heard to all the people, and
signs with his hand over the Mysteries, as before. He signs
now, not because the Mysterics have need of the signing, but
to teach by the last sign that they arc accomplished. Three
migns the priest signs over the oblation; and by them he
mystically perfects and completes it. Three bows does the
priest make before God ; and by them he openly adores before

the water of baptism) en them snd on the wall of the city. Hoe also enrried
wiith Lim on hia rounds the eucharist, in order to let them receive the myslery
at their stations, lest for this rensen any one of them should quit his post and
come down from the wall.' Wright places the composition of this Chrenicle in
the year 6507 (Introd. p. ix},
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His Majesty. With one he praiscs, with one he confesses (or
gives thanks), with one he prays; and he calls to the Spirit to
dwell and light down upon the oblation. Three days did our
Lord remain in the bosom of the earth; and on the third He
arose and was resuscitated in great glory. Aund in like manner
the priest bows three times; and by the third (bow) he symbol-
izcs the resurrection of our Lord Jesus, Genuflexions also the
pricst makes three times!; and he typifies thereby our Lord's
being in the tomb. Three times he genuflects before the
descent (of the Spirit); and again he does not genuflect,
because the mystery of the resurrection has been accomplished,
A mystery of the resurrcction does the priest accomplish by
the completion of the Mysteries; and he does not again
symbolize the mystery of His death by a genuflexion. The
318 pricsts gave command that on all Sundays and festivals
there should be no genufiexion”.  No man therefore is allowed
to bow tho knee at the Mysterics, save only the priest who by
his genuflexions significs o mystery. Even the priest,—before
the descent he may bow the knee, but after the descent of the
Holy Spirit he may not (so) worship.

Then the priest takes in his hands the living Bread, and
lifts up his gaze townrds the height, and makes confession of his
Lord. He breaks the Bread in the name of the Father and
Son and Spirit, and unites the Blood with the Body, and the
Body with the Blood, He signs the Bloed with the Body, and
makes mention of the Trinity?: and he signs the Body with
the living Blood with the same utterance. He unites them—
the Body with the Blood, and the Blood with the Body—that

every onc may confess that the Body and the Blood are one.  p. 201

Then the Priest, after all the cercinonies have been com-
pleted, blessea the people with that formula with which our
Lord gave blessing?,

He now begins to break the Body little by little, that it
may be casy to distribute to all the reccivers, The resurrection

1 1t appears from what follows that Narsai is here referring back, and that
the genuflexions were made belore the Invocation.

* Oouncil of Nicaea, Canon xx. 3 GL0,p. 69

¢ Le,, it wonld seem, ' Peace bo with you.'

T *
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of the Son the priest symbolized by the completion of the

Mysteries; and most suitably does he break His Body that he -

may distribute it, since our Lord also, when He was risen from
the tomb in glory, appeared to the women and to the disciples
ten times': once to Mary the Magdalene alone; once to Luke
and Cleopas who were going in the way; once to the band of
eleven in the upper rovm; another time on the shore of the
sea of Tiberias; to all He appeared, and assured them of His
resurrection ; and to Thomas also He shewed His side (and)
the place of the lance; and upon the Mount of Olives our Lord
blessed His twelve, and was parted from them and ascended in
glory to the heaven of heavens; and now Ile appears, in the
reception of His Body, to the Sons of the Church; and thoy
believe in Him and receive from Him the Pledge of life.

Then the herald of the Church cries and lifts up his voice:
“ Let us all approach with fear to the Mystery of the Body and
the Blood. In faith let ua recall the passion of Jesus our Lord,
and let us understand also His resurrection from the dead,
For our sake the Only-begotten of the God of all took a perfect
man and accomplished His dispensation; and He suffered on
the cross and died and was resuscitated and rose and ascended ;
and in His love He gave us as a pledge His Body and His
Blood, that by them we might recall all the graces which
He has wrought towards us. Let us confess and worship and
glorify Him at all times. Let us now draw near, then, in pure
love and faith (and) receive the treasure of spiritual life; and
with prayer, clean and pure, and with contrition of heart let

B 202 us partake of the adorable Mysteries of Holy Church; and let

us set the condition of repentance before God, and let us have
remorse and contrition for the abominable deeds we have done;
and let us ask mercy and forgiveness of debts from the Lord of
all; and let us also forgive the offences of our fellow-servants,’

1 Only seven sppearancoes are enumeraled. Solomon of Basra (saec. i) in

= hin Book of the Dee (ed. Budge ch. 45} alao reckons ten appearances of Christ

“after His resurrection, which he gives as follows: (1) to Mary Magdalene, 2) to
‘the two women at the tomb {Mt. xxviii 9), (8) to Cleopas and his companion,
(4) to Simon Peter, () to the apostles without Themas, (6) to the disciples with
Thomas, (7} Op the mountain (M, xxviii 17), (8) by the Hen of Tiberias, {9} on
‘the Mount of Olives, {10) to 500 disciples together (1 Cor, xv 6).
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The people answer: ‘O Lord, pardon the sins of thy .:qrcr-
vants, and purify our conscience fromn doubts and ff'({m s:,;‘;l e&?.
O Lord, pardon the offences of them that are praising 7 C‘l},,
~ and make clear our soul from hatred and slandqr.‘ O Lond,

pardon the sins of Thy servants who have confessed 'I.hy na.llnle.
and make us worthy to receive this Satcr.-un‘cnt. with ]ﬁl"!b 1:
O Lord, pardon Thy scrvants wbo call upon Thy na.n.)e (‘m yd,
and grant us, Lord, to be Thine, cven as Thou de?ucst., tmd
may these divine Mysterics, Lord, be to us for confidence an
q efore Thy Majesty,’ ‘ .
com'.l"lli;:nbthc Pries); pra;}ys .ff;d begs of God that He will sanct;fy
us and blot out our sins by His grace, and make us all wo;‘t. Yy
to stand beforec Him without blemisk, and eall Him, nll of us,

i nfidence, Abba, Qur Father, .
wm’li‘l(ignﬁthe people answer and say carnestly the piu.y(;r wln}rﬂ:
the Living Mouth taught His beloved sons:  Our fat 11?1', ;h
dwellest-above in heaven and in every [l]il.C(-}, hallowed be [-z
holy name in us by all peoples. May that kmgdom. conl(; “nj,.
us which Thou hast promised us, and mny we (lc_:hgi;t:rhlclrc ]
through (Thy) Pledge from heneeforth, ‘Mny the willo ; y ote
be done and satisfied and accomplished in (or bly) us, n.n1 . mag; ‘,.,3
be worthy to perform all actions according to Thy will; mnwm
in heaven all (other) wills cease from us, so on carth let us -
according to Thy will alone. Give us .breafl and. every;d .o' 1;);
need in this the time of our sojourning in this worl ,d.n;)t
forgive our debts and parden our sins! whereby we ar(f'lr} ewc
through our neglect and our frailty and our fccblcanISb ,d t;:‘t '
also have forgiven from our heart every one that is in de o
us, and we keep not hatred in our heart against any nian. e
make us not to enter into temptation nor trial, who are focble

! The addition ‘and pardon our sins' may in the 5r.lh ct':ntury ha;;r:::oiﬁz‘:
iturgi ' It is found also in a para

to 8 liturgical text of the Lord's Prayer. : i r e
by the Monophysite () Jacob of Serdigh (t 521).  Still e.nrlmr. the ;e:,:wnn(:;our
Prayer given in the dets of Judas Themas has *and forgive ua Ollll' el s]n ¢ on
#ing.' The iden that Jacob’s paraphrase was based apon. ll'tur‘gmin:i Su i
sup;;nrted by the fact that it containg also a very chnrnc.tenstm ? | ‘:’-thu
reading, ‘the continual bread of the day,’ where the Syriac Valga el ui. o
bread of our necessity to-day’ (ace Burkitt Evangelion Da-Mepharreshe ii ,
268—9).
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and without Thy power are nothing; but deliver us from the
evil of the crafiy Evil One, and suffer him not to draw near to
us by his wiles: for Thine is the power, also the Kingdom, and
to Thee is due also glory for gver and over.’

Then the priest says to the people : “ Peace be with you,

And the people answer: * And with thee, O priest, and with
‘thy spirit.’

With the prayer of our Lord the priest began in the
beginning of the Mysterics, and with it he makes an end now
that all the Mysterics are completed:.

‘ Peace be with you, says the priest in this hour: and he
reminds us of our Lord's resurrection from the dead,  * Peace
be with you,’ said our Lord to His twelve, when He appeared
to them and announced to them concerning His resurrection,

‘Peace be with you,” said our Lord to Hig familiars; “ for lo,
I am risen, and 1 raise up the whole nature’ ‘Peace be with
you,’ said He to his brethren, His intimates, ‘for lo, I am
ascending and preparing a place for you all’  ‘Peace be with
you,' said our Lord to His twelve, ‘for I am with you for over
without end.’  And this Peace the priest gives to the sons of
the Church; and he confirms them in love and hope and faith,

And when the children of the Church have b
to receive the Mysteries, the priest cries out : *To the holy ones is
the Holy Thing? fitting” To all the holy ones, sanctified by
the Spirit of adoption of sons, is the Holy Thing fitting by
the consensus of the Fathers’, To all the holy ones whom
baptism has sanctified the Holy Thing is fitting according

een prepared

1 If these words refer to the Lord’s Prayer, and not to the salutation ‘peace
be with you," it would seem that the couplet contrining them has got digplaced,
and shat it originally stood jnst before the one that now precedes it; otherwise
ite jusertion hore is most abrupt. The words refer more naturally to the par
vobis: Narsai elsewhere speaks of this as the formula appointed by our Lord
(L. pp. 8, 23).
¥ Tha Syrisc word is qudhshé, which means *holiness’; bhut it in regularly
uasd to denote *the Bacrament,’ and the context shaws that this is the meaning
here, .

* Or, ‘in agreement with the Fathers, i.e. socording to their teaching.
The word translated ‘ consansua’ ¢an alsg mean ‘ perfection,” and it evidently
belonged to Narsai's formula, 8o in the present rite (Brightman op. oit, p. 298) :
* F'he holy thing to the holies i» fitting in perfootion.’
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AN EXPOSITION OF THE MYSTERIES

‘to the ccclesiastical law. Those other grades who have been

in
driven out from the midst of the Church may not take parb 1
he reception of the divine Mysteries.
t Theppeople answer: ‘One is the Father, .that HOI);-?,,::;
who is from eternity, without beginning and w‘xthoub eti_szi c,ation
as a favour He hath made us worthy to acquire sanc IF on
from the spiritual birth of baptism. And one is the Father,

and one also is the Son and the Holy Spirit*: one m three

i P 2M
and three in one, without alteration. Glory to the Father,

and to the Son who is from Him, :?.nd to tl:ie’ Holy Spint,
ing who is for ever and cver without end.
) B';ilrfn the priest himself first receives the Sa.'cmml({a.nté t::;: 1:2
lc that even the pricst himsell sta
may teach the peop e
1 has conscerated stan
ed of mercy. The priest who ) :
2? the reception of the adorable Mysterics, that he a.h];f)f ma)'(r hz
made worthy of the communion of th.e Pledge of 1:.i e
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. “The grace of our Lord Jesus be wit )
myﬂTha Sa.cga.ment goes forth on the paten (wiva) ar?d :: ::;
cup with splendour and glory, with an escorb of pr;::s e
a great procession of deacons. Thousands of wat.? crs e
ministers of fire and spirit go forth before the ].30_dy o (:iuru ord
and conduet it. All the sons of the Church rcjoice, and a

is Hi d
1 In C (p. 60) we find +Holy is the Father, and h'oly is H:ﬂBreegnt:tt;;g;a
the Spirit who ja from Him.' Thin might scem to lm?ly o dif e‘ona e er
o tha bo Dut the formula in the present Nestorian rm? in ® e both
N— ":-01 one Spirit holy’; and it ia posaible that this \.mder ies poth
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L'm:ld in. tll':e other His holiness, But however this way be,t;:e :::;:po:iuon o
nllxm ' asibility that an intervel of many yeats lay between h.e omBORE of
\be tn Homilies. A, I believe, is Narsai'a commentary on 8o omison <
o oidar liar ; nmi C may have been written long before this revie .
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people, when they see the Body setting forth from the midst of
the altar; and even as the apostles rejoiced in our Lord after
His resurrection, so do all the faithful rejoice when they see
Him, Great, my brethren, is this Mystery and unspeakable
and he that is able fitly to describe (it), let him fitly deseribe?:
(it) if he can. 'I have a mystery (or secret), I have a mystery?,”
cried Isaiah, the marvel of prophets, concerning the revelation
of God which he saw in the temple. 1If I should seek to write:
aught concerning this matier, all the parchments (ydprns) in:
all this (world) would not suffice me. F lesh, moreover, is -
fitting for the perfect und full-grown : milk is for children until
they arrive at the perfect age. ‘Whoso eateth My Body, he -
abideth in Me, and I in him, if 8o be he keep all My com-~
mandments with diligence! For ‘whoso eateth of My Body
p. 205 and drinketh of My Blood unworthily, unto his condemnation he
cateth and drinketh? without profit, :
He who approaches to receive the Body stretches forth his
hands, lLifting up his right hand and placing it over its fellow,
In the form of a cross the recciver joins his hands ; and thus he
receives the Body of our Lord upon a cross. Upon a cross our
Lord Jesus was set at naught; and on the same cross He flew
and was exalted to the height above. With this type he that
receives approaches (and) receives,

And the priest who gives says unto him: ‘The Body of our
Lord®’

L Lit. *and he who is able to be sufficient, lot him be sufficient.’ But the
Syriao verb ‘{0 be sufficient’ frequently haa the meaning * o be equal to speak
about, or praise.’

? Of. Is. xxiv 16 (Peshitta). # Joh. vi 68; 1 Cor. xi 27,

¢ Bimilarly 8t Cyril of Jerus. Catech. xxiii 21: da Tiw dpiorepdy Gpboor
wocfoar v Sefog ds peAhodoy faohéa imodéxeodau,

* The present rite of Addai and Mari has a longer formula beginning *The
Body of our Lord'; but over the cup the descon, and not the priest, aays ' The
precious Blood,’ ete. In C (p. 60) the formula is given as follows :

3 ‘He gives
i the Dread, and says : *The Body of King Messieh "; and he gives to drink the
=" Wine, and In )ike wanper {he says): *'The Blood of Chriet.”’ InD {p. OT}
o we'read; ‘He gives the Bread and BAys:

‘' The Body of King Messish”; and he
given to driok the Wine, and ealls it the precious Blood.” Narsai's formula was

‘perhaps *the Body of Christ,’ *the Blood of Chriat.' But the wordsin D (‘and
allg it The precious Blood') recall what the deagon says iz the present rite.
Hee, however, p, 27, note 1, The present rite has; “The Body of our Lord.
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He receives in his hands the adorable Body of the Lord of
all; and he embraces it and kisses? it with ‘lm"e and affection,
He makes to enter, he hides the Leaven of life in the t.em‘ple oi
his body, that his body may be sanctified by th.e reception o
the Body of our Lord. Debts He pardons, blemishes He pl.l.!‘ll;
fies, diseases He heals, stains He cleanses (and) purges wit

hyssop of His mercy. _
t‘heA;}ad \\ﬁaile the Bodyyand Blood is being distributed to all
the receivers, the Church cries out in honour of. tl'le L'[ysf.enes d,
and thus it says: ‘ Lo, the Medicine of life.! Lo, it is dlst::;)llted
in Holy Church, Come, ye mortals, receive and be pa oneh
your debts. This is the Body and Blood of our.Lord in tl};ut. s
which the peoples have received, a%nd by “']:El(.:h they hmI:
been pardoned without doubt, This is the Medicine that el
diseases and festering sores. Receive, ye mortals, and be p.u'rl-
fied by it from your debts, Come, receive for naught for'g;?e};
ness of debts and offences through thed Body and Blood whic
: way the sin of the whole world.' .
Mk‘in‘; af-":.er the whole congregation has been co'mmumcat.eg
with the Body and Blood, they reply and say with lm'e';3 an
rejoicing : ' Our Lord Jesus, King to be adored of all cl"ea.ure:l,
do away from us all harms by the power ol" Thy Mysbenfas:l ; an
when Thou shinest forth at the end of the tm.les for the re en_li)l;
tion of all, may we go forth to meet Thee with conﬁdencedwi
Hosannas, May we confess to Thy name for Thy goo }r:ess
towards our race, who hast pardoned our debts and blotted ¢ en: e
out by Thy Body and Thy Blood. And here and theal't? may :; :
be worthy to send up to Thy Godhead glory and comeliness a
confession for ever and ever.’

! Thia is doubtlesa to be taken literally, Compare the Pa:‘estm:n‘:;:;to:;:;
mentioned by St Cyril {Cateeh. xxiii 21, 22, of touchfng l.fen:;'(mening e
consecrated Particle, and, after the reception of the chalice, 0, Toe prestics
hand st the lips and touching the eyes, brow, and .other a;nne '(.,-01 g
of kissing the Eucharist is referred to hly Narsai slsew er:r ol m B
*The lips whioh have shouted praise snd kissed the Myateg o Tat thy
life are shouting phrases of blasphemy.’' So'Aphrs.atesK' o ,; e Aod n
lips beware of dissension with which thoun kissest the mgLord *upon heir
vii 21 and xx 8 he aays that the receivers put the llBody ofdour
eyes’ (not * ants octtlos ’ or ! coram oculia® as Parisot renders).
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Then the horald of the Church crics with his proclamation,
and urges the people to give thanks; and thus he says: ‘ All we
that have been made worthy of the gift of the Mysterics, let us
give thanks and worship and glorify the God of ail.’

And the people answer: *To Him be the glory for His
gifh, which cannot be repaid for ever and ever, Amen, and
Amen.’

Then the pricst prays and gives thanks to the God of all,
who has made our race worthy of the glorious unspeakable
Mysteries; and he begs and entreats that He will strengthen
us that we may become aceeptable bofore Him by thoughts and
words and works togcther,

Then all in the altar and without in the congregntion pray
the prayer which that Nfegiving mouth taught. With it do
(men) begin cevery prayer, morning and cvening; and with it
do they complete all the rites (or mysteries) of Holy Church.
This, it is snid, is that which includes all prayer, and without it
no prayer is concluded?,

Then the privst gocs forth (and) stands at the door of the
altar; and ho stretches forth his hands and blesses the people,
and says—the whole people the priest blesses in that hour,
symbolizing the blessing which our Lord Jesus gave to His
twolve.  On the day of His ascension He, the High Pontiff?,
lifted up His hands and blessed and made pricsts of His twelve;
und then He was taken up. A symbol of His resurrection has
the priest typified by the completion of the Mysteries, and a
symbol of His revelation befure His disciples by distributing
Him. By the stretching out of the hands of the bright(-robed)

pricst towards the hoight he confors o blessing upon the whole
congregution; and thus he says: ‘He that hath blessed us
with vvery blessing of the Spirit in heaven, may He also now
bicss us all with the power of His Mysteries,”

With this blessing with which the bright(-robed) priest

¥ Or, simply, * perfurmed;* . |
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 blesses us he depicts a type (or mystery) of that, (bl'essmg) wh;lc;h
i3 about to work in us. When we have ?)een raised fl:'Ol’}i;l. tJe
- dead and have put on glory we shall be lifted up on hig i:1rn t: o
“heaven with the Saviour. There shnlllall passions ceaseh.on P-
our human nature, and we shall delight in deslrajble good ¢ ings
without end. In this world wherein we dwell with all ;:ia.sswlr;se.
may He keep our lives from hidden and open harms; an bas e
has made us worthy of the reception of His Mysteries by o
grace, may He make us all worthy to become temples ]:'?r 13
Divinity ; and with every breath let us confess and worship an
praise Him for His gift unspeakable by‘ tongue of ﬂesh}.l‘ o

These things the bright(-robed) priest confers by lis eith
ings; and with his right hand he signs the congregation w

s living sign, '
t‘h(,Thcscg areg the glorious Mysteries of Holy Church; .anc;l ﬂ(:]s
is the order in which they are celebrated by t.h? prie.sti.x oth.
Blessed is he whose heart is pure in that hour in whic Th:
awful Mysteries of the Body of our Lord are consecrate;l.h e
watchers on high congratulate the sons of the Church, t ;1 p };‘
have been deemed worthy of receiving the Bot.!y and B olt: b;)
our Lord Jesus. Glory to Thy name for Thine unspeadai: e
gift! And who can suffice to render glory to Thy Godhet;.1 ,

Come, then, O son of the Mystery of the sons of the C u.rct',
learn the order by which thou mn.yest,_draw nigh to t.hel.lp:u:s;1 ‘;
hood, that thou mayest approach it! in the manner ; aBOd
apostie Paul enjoined. With a pure heart approach t,te- 03;‘
and Blood of our Lord which cleanse thee from the.s :}uns o
thy offences which thou hast committed ; they (the pricsts) wne
not recoil from a sinner who wishes to roturn, nor yet frot'm 00 °
defiled who mourns and is distressed for hls. deﬁlem:;]nt. "~
this condition they receive the defiled and sinners, tha . g .
make a covenant that they will not return to their \\(’;r I-.P-
Pray with the priest with love in that hour; for the ol::r
of life receives thee and forgives thy debts. 'Beware,hmore“'hcn.
that thou go not forth without the nave, in that ho:rwould
the awful Mysteries are consecrated. Who is he tha

1 * r r‘
! Rending idh, *to it’ {sc. the priesthood) instead of Id, *not.” The refe
ence is apparently to 1 Cor, xi 28.
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willingly estrange himself from that supper to which watchers
and men have been summoned? Who is he that, when he is
set in the portion of the sons, would place himself with the
strangers whom the Church has driven out ? This is the time
when he ought to stand as an angel, in that hour whercin the
Holy Spirit lights down. This hour gives life to him that
stands theremn; this hour distributes gifts to him that receives
it Blessed is he that believes in it and receives of it ; for if he
be dead he shall live, and if he be alive he shall not die in his
offences.

Here our ship has arrived in port, and our net is filled. Let
us then be silent; for what it has gathered in, that was our
quest. T confessed it at the beginning, that you might not with
carpings condemn my feebleness; and now with love correct my
short-comings, if any such you should find.

Glory o Thy name, who hast completed with us what we

began in Thee, and praise to Thy Father and to the Holy Spirit
for ever and ever,
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